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able as a text-book for boys and girls. We hope to see it introduced 
into every school in the country, for sooner or later zoology will have 
to be taught in all our common schools, at least so much of it as to 
cause children to collect and observe the common animals they meet 
with in their daily walks. An excellent feature of this book is that the 
child is led to examine the object and compare it with others, and is then 
stimulated to see how it acts, thus unconsciously getting some glimpses 
at least of the principles of morphology and physiology. The objects 
are called by their common names. The author has had the good sense 
to omit the scientific names, thus rendering the book vastly more attract- 
ive and useful. Many readers are anxious to first learn the Latin names, 
and are too often content to stop here. The scientific name is the 
thing of least importance. The author well illustrates, in the preface, 
the difficulty and mental confusion resulting from the present state of 
zoological nomenclature, the bane or necessary evil of the study of 
biology. 

The Movements and Habits of Climbing Plants. 1 — "We wish 
to refer our readers to a review of this book, and of Mr. Darwin's treatise 
on Insectivorous Plants, in recent numbers of the Nation. Our readers 
will recognize in the review the thorough analysis and clear statement 
which characterize Professor Gray's criticisms. It may be well to add 
to the review a single statement which is based on the opening sentences 
of Climbing Plants ; namely, that Mr. Darwin had his attention first 
called to the subject several years ago, by a short paper by Professor 
Gray on the movement of certain tendrils. 
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1 The Movements and Habits of Climbing Plants. By Chari.es Darwin. Lon- 
don : John Murray. 1875. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
BOTANY. 1 

Astragalus Robbinsii Gray. — As some botanists seem to sup- 
pose this plant extinct, it may be of interest to them to know that the 
station has never been lost, and that at any time since Oakes used to col- 
lect it until now, fine specimens have been easily obtained. It is abun- 
dant over the very limited area where it grows, and has never been found 
anywhere else, I believe. Few plants are so exceedingly restricted in 
their range, for its habitat consists only of a space about five hundred 
feet long and from fifty to one hundred feet wide. This is on one bank 
of the Winooski River, near Burlington, where the limestone ledges are 
overflowed by every freshet. This limestone is very hard and compact, 
and full of crevices which are filled with sand mixed with a little mold. 
In these crevices, or less often in hollows that have been filled with earth, 
the astragalus grows, sending its roots from six inches to a foot or even 
more down into the crevice. It does not, so far as I have noticed, ever 
grow higher on the bank of the river than the spring floods reach, nor 
away from the exposed limestone rock. Potentilla fruticosa is found 
abundantly in the same location, and less abundantly Anemone multifida 
and Campanula rotundifolia, and also several less numerous species of 
Oompositce, Salix, etc. — G. H. Perkins. 

The Potato-Blight. — A very important step has recently been 
made in our knowledge of the history of this disease. It is about thirty 
years since it was first clearly traced by M. Montagne in France, and 
the Rev. M. J. Berkeley in England, to a parasitic fungus, Botrytis or 
Peronospora infestans, which first attacks the haulms and leaves, and 
eventually causes the decay of the tubers. Two modes of asexual re- 
production, by means of " simple spores " or conidia, and actively moving 
swarmspores or zoospores which penetrate the s.omata of the host, have 

1 Conducted by Prof. G. L. Goodale. 



